
The Christmas season presents 
many opportunities to enjoy 

music.   As it has done for several years, 
the Cheyenne Symphony Orchestra is 
again presenting a special Christmas 
concert on December 15.  The Concert 
is aptly named, “Holiday Magic.”  
Maestro Intrilligator says:  “One of 
the great things about this concert 
is the way that it brings together 
so much talent from our Cheyenne 
community and presents an evening 
full of beautiful music, joy, and spirit!  
The CSO is grateful to HollyFrontier 
for their exclusive sponsorship of this 
program for many years.”

En Avant Dance Studio, the All-
City  Children’s Chorus, and the 

Cheyenne Chamber Singers will join 
the CSO for this special concert.  The 
collaboration of local talents and the 
orchestra will make for a memorable 
celebration of the season and help 
us appreciate the magic that music 
brings to a community.   This diverse 

mix of symphonic and chorale music, 
and dance will appeal to all concert 
goers.  

The En Avant dancers will perform  
three selections from The 

Nutcracker, including Mother Ginger, 
which is timely because this unusual 
character was portrayed by Helen 
Mirren in  a recent Disney movie, The 
Nutcracker and the Four Realms.    The 
group will also present The  Waltz of 
the Snowflakes, a challenging waltz 
that hasn’t been performed in other 
holiday concerts and it will also give 
the orchestra a work-out.    It  features 
the children’s chorus.   To provide 
some spice, En Avant dancers will 
also perform a tap dance to Winter 
Wonderland. 

The Chamber Singers, under 
the direction of Sean Ambrose, 

will present works by two female 
composers and two regional 
premieres.  They will also sing the 
Star Carol by John Rutter.  The All-
City Children’s Chorus , with Marilyn 
Collins, Artistic Director, will perform 
a wide range of music, including 
music from the film Home Alone 
2.    The ACCC will also sing a regional 
premiere of a new song  “The Magic 
of Christmas,” by Robert Intrilligator, 
Maestro Intrilligator’s brother.   
                                       (cont. on page 2)

Holiday Magic with CSO
CSO-AT A GLANCE 

CSO on the RADIO

THURS., DECEMBER 13 •  9:00 AM 
Maestro Intriligator joins KGAB  

morning host Glenn Woods. 
Listen in!  
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Special thanks to December’s   
Presenting Sponsor HollyFrontier!

SAT., JANUARY 26 • 7:30 PM 
An evening of space-themed music 
for the grown ups! Features music 

from your favorite movies!

MUSIC OF THE STARS

FAMILY MATINEE
MUSIC OF THE STARS

SAT., JANUARY 26 • 2:00 PM 
Bring the whole family to enjoy an 
afternoon of movie music inspired 

by space! Hear music from your 
favorites such as Star Wars, Star Trek 

and Apollo 13!

Lobby activities start at 12:30 pm. 
Characters from Star Wars will be on 

hand for photos with the kids.

Tempoymphony 
riends 
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Two singers will perform with the orchestra, as well. Jennifer Herzig Wacker, from 
Cheyenne, will perform Gesu Bambino and Silent Night.   Wacker has a master’s degree 

in vocal performance and has performed in several regional opera productions.   Dr. Katrina 
Zook, from Laramie, will sing  It’s Chanukah with the Chamber Singers and the orchestra.   
Zook, who is a professor at the University of Wyoming, earned a Doctorate of Musical Arts 
in Vocal Performance and Literature from the Eastman School of Music in Rochester, New 
York, where she also received the Performer’s Certificate in Voice. 

Finally, The orchestra will play a number of pieces,  including a medley from The Grinch 
movie, an exciting overture of holiday songs arranged by Jim Stephenson, and Leroy 

Anderson’s perennial favorite Sleigh Ride. 

Don’t miss what will be one of the high points of this season’s musical experience.   

                                   

(cont. from page 1)

Intriligator v. DePalma:
Battle Carbonara

Ciao Amici!  On October 24th, the CSO Friends hosted the most 
unique fundraising event CSO patrons have ever seen (and 

possibly ever will).  Maestro William Intriligator and Italian guest 
violinist, Dino De Palma, went head to head in an epic culinary battle.

Guests had the opportunity to enjoy Italian-themed wines and food while watching the 
battle unfold before their very eyes.  Event Emcee and fellow Italian, Guido Pagnacco, 

entertained and informed the crowd about Carbonara.  He went above and beyond, even 
translating Dino’s Italian comments into English for all to enjoy.  

Dino and William each cooked their own recipe for Pasta Carbonara, and there were some 
differences in their technique.  Dino brought some of his own ingredients with him from 

Italy, including Guanciale (cured pig’s jaw—think a type of bacon) and Pecorino cheese made 
from sheep’s milk.  Finally, everyone was served a plate of both dishes to taste and vote for 
their favorite.  And the winner was: Dino De Palma!  

Thank you to the Friends for hosting such a lovely evening, Town and Country Super 
Market Liquors for sponsoring the event, William and Dino for being such great sports, 

Guido for his good humor and translation skills, Ibby Davis for creating the pasta trophy, and 
to Little America for facilitating such an unusual event.  A great time was had by all!  
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Practicing Gratitude

During the Thanksgiving 
and Christmas seasons we 

should reflect about what is really 
important to us.    We should notice, 
contemplate, and express gratitude 
for people and experiences that 
make our lives more meaningful. 

There are many benefits to  
practicing gratitude.  People 

who reflect upon the things 
they’re thankful for experience 
more positive emotions, feel more 
alive, sleep better, express more 
compassion and kindness, and even 
have stronger immune systems.   

With that in mind, we are 
grateful that the Cheyenne 

Symphony Orchestra is a part of 
our cultural and personal lives.   A 
robust arts environment makes for a 
vibrant community.  The Cheyenne 
Symphony Orchestra is a leader in 
providing quality, accessible musical 
experiences to people of all ages. 

The Cheyenne Symphony 
Orchestra has been in existence 

for more than 60 years.  Originally 
a community organization with 
volunteer musicians, it has been a 
professional performing orchestra 
since 1981, which is quite unusual 
for a city the size of Cheyenne.  While 
there are over 1,800 orchestras 
in the US, only about 20% have 
professional musicians (source: 
League of American Orchestras).   
Seventy  professional musicians 
from throughout the region play 
with the CSO.

Cso concert programs are diverse 
and entertaining. Usually, a 

guest artist performs with the 
orchestra.   This season, CSO will 
feature guest artists on trombone, 
violin, piano, and flamenco guitar 
as well as singers, actors and 
dancers.  Concertgoers span a 
wide demographic, from mature 
long-time season ticket holders to 
teenagers on their first date.   

CSO recognizes the value of 
music education for students 

and adults and engages in a robust 
outreach program, reaching over 
6,000 students of all ages each 
season. CSO’s education outreach 
includes special performances,   
instrument petting zoos, musical 
story times and visits to schools by 
the conductor and guest artists.  CSO 
also conducts an annual Art Show 
featuring artwork by local students 
inspired by CSO’s music. This year, 
students will interpret the music of 
Romeo and Juliet and the artwork 
will be on display in the Civic Center 
lobby during the month of March.

First time attendees are impressed 
with the quality of CSO 

performances.  Longtime season 
ticket holders consider CSO a jewel 
that enhances their lives.  Nearly 
15,000 people participate in CSO 
events each season. The orchestra 
is often used as a selling point by 
economic development groups 
trying to encourage businesses to 
move to Cheyenne.   

Thank you CSO musicians, board 
members, staff, volunteers and 

patrons.  We are grateful for your 
presence in our lives!

If you would like to assist the 
Cheyenne Symphony Orchestra 

in providing these wonderful 
programs,  and in doing so , invest in 
the cultural life of your community, 
please consider us in your end-of-
year  giving plans. There are many 
ways to support the CSO. Please 
visit http://cheyennesymphony.
org/contribute/ or call 778-8561 to 
learn more.



“Never Look at the Trombones;
It Only Encourages Them.”

                                         Richard Wagner

It is always a special treat when one of the Symphony’s musicians appears as 
the guest artist.  This is the case on January 26th when Dr. John S. Neurohr 

will play Takashi Yoshimatsu’s Orion Machine Concerto for Trombone and 
Orchestra. 

Neurohr is the Assistant Professor of Trombone at Central Washington 
University.  In addition to teaching various classes, he is a member of 

the CWU Faculty Brass Quintet.    He has been the Principal Trombonist of 
the Cheyenne Symphony Orchestra for several years.  He also plays with the 
Oregon East Symphony, and the Seattle Wind Symphony.  

John earned a Doctor of Musical Arts degree in Trombone Performance and 
Pedagogy from the University of Colorado at Boulder, a Master of Music 

Performance degree from the San Francisco Conservatory of Music, and a 
Bachelor of Music Education degree, graduating summa cum laude, from West 
Virginia University.  He received additional studies at the Aspen Music Festival 
and School as a Hewlett Scholarship recipient.  

 As a jazz/commercial musician, John has served as bass trombonist of 
Walt Disney World’s All-American College Band in Orlando, Florida 

and lead trombone of the Downbeat Award winning University of Colorado 
Jazz Ensemble I.  In addition, he performed regularly with the Legacy Jazz 
Orchestra, a Thad Jones tribute band based in Denver.

  John received his first musical training at the age of nine from his father, John 
H. Neurohr, a Wheeling, West Virginia area freelance trombonist.  

 Orion Machine Concerto was written in 1993 for the principal trombonist 
of the Japan Philharmonic Symphony Orchestra,  and has been described 

as “truly taking the trombone where no trombonist has gone before!”  It has 
five movements, played without pause, that take their titles from the stars in 
the constellation Orion: Betelgeuse, Bellatrix, Trapezium, Saiph, and Rigel.    The 
audience will be in for a treat because of the complexity and virtuosity of the 
work.  The soloist plays from F at the top of the treble staff to G and D below 
the bass staff and also will use a variety of mutes.
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