
Bernstein’s 100th Birthday Bash

Leonard Bernstein was a giant in 
the twentieth century music world; 

his accomplishments as a composer, 
conductor, pianist, and educator are 
unparalleled.   Bernstein was one of the 
most talented and successful musicians 
in American history and one of the first 
influential conductors to be born and 
educated in the United States.

The programming for the September 
concert is creative.  “These three 

pieces,” Intriligator notes, “one American, 
one Russian/Soviet, and one German 
are tied together by Bernstein: he often 
conducted Schumann’s symphonies to 
great acclaim, and he enjoyed performing 
the solo part to Shostakovich’s Piano 
Concerto No. 2 while conducting from the 
keyboard.” 

On the Town, first performed on 
Broadway in 1944, is based on Jerome 

Robbins’ ballet Fancy Free and is the story 
of three American sailors on shore leave 
in New York City.   As Intriligator observes: 
“These dances depict different aspects of 
New York City, yet they really depict more 
about Bernstein himself: the swagger, the 
confidence, and the fun!”

Dimitri Shostakovich’s Piano Concerto 
No. 2 in F major debuted in 1958 by 

the New York Philharmonic, with Bernstein 
as conductor and pianist. Our guest artist, 
Iyla Yakushev, “is one of our absolute 
favorite pianists,” according to Intriligator, 
having performed here many times in 
the past.  Intriligator says, “Ilya is a great 
musical artist and a great friend, and is 
perfectly suited to perform the Concerto 
No. 2: playful yet fiery.”  He continues, “I’ve 
wanted to conduct this concerto ever 
since hearing it in the film Fantasia 2000.”

Schumann’s “Rhenish” Symphony was 
composed in 1850 and is considered by 

many music historians to be Schumann’s 
best, even though he composed it very 
quickly. The composer had recently 
moved to Dusseldorf, Germany on the 
Rhine river, and he originally thought 
of the symphony as depicting life there, 
hence the name “Rhenish.”  Intriligator 
points out that “the orchestra hasn’t 
performed Schumann’s symphonies very 
often, so I wanted to re-introduce him 
to the audience and the players, with 
arguably his most accesssible work.”  

It is wonderful to honor a true Renaissance 
man with our Bernstein Centennial 

Celebration!   He touched the lives of 
many with his symphonies, Broadway 
musicals, concert performances, and 
Young People’s concert series.   

After tonight’s concert, please join us at 
Central Cafe, 3920 Central Ave.  Meet 

the Maestro and Guest Artist and visit 
with your fellow concert-goers and CSO 
musicians.

CSO-AT A GLANCE 

CSO on the RADIO
FRI., SEPTEMBER 28 •  9:00 AM • FREE
Maestro Intriligator joins KGAB  
morning host Glenn Woods. Listen in!  

A Night on the Town
SAT., SEPTEMBER 29 • 7:30 PM 
CSO will be joined by world renowed 
pianist, Ilya Yakushev, for a celebration 
of Bernstein’s 100th Birthday! Featuring 
Three Dance Episodes from On the Town by 
Bernstein, Shostakovich’s Piano Concerto 
No. 2 and Schumann’s Symphony No. 3. 
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Special thanks to 
September’s  concert  

sponsor and guest  
artist underwriter!!

SUN, SEPTEMBER 30 • 2:00 PM 
Pianist Ilya Yakushev will perform a solo 
recital at the Wyoming Hereford Ranch. 

This event is SOLD OUT with a waiting list!  
If you have tickets you will not be able to 
use, please consider donating them back to 
CSO so someone else may attend. 

Hausmusik 1: Ilya Yakushev

Intriligator v. De Palma: Battle 
Carbonara
WED., OCTOBER 24 • 5:30 PM  
Wyoming Room at Little America 
The CSO Friends host a fundraiser you don’t 
want to miss. Maestro Intriligator and guest 
violinist, Dino De Palma, cook off in an epic 
Battle Carbonara.  Taste both creations and 
vote for your favorite. Ticket also includes 
gourmet Italian-inspired meal and wines.

Leonard Bernstein 
(1918-1990), 
beloved American 
pianist, composter 
and conductor.  

Lunch & Learn
FRI., SEPTEMBER 28 •  12:00 PM • FREE
Join Maestro Intriligator and guest pianist 
Ilya Yakushev for a lunch time lecture at 
the Laramie County Pubic Library and learn 
about the upcoming concert.

Beethoven and the Seasons
SAT., OCTOBER 27 • 7:30 PM 
CSO presents Italian violinist, Dino De 
Palma, performing the Four Seasons with 
a twist.  Also on the program, a world 
premiere by local composer Bob Mathews 
and Beethoven’s Symphony No. 6.



The 60th Annual Gala proved 
to be a great success.  With a 

change from the traditional mid-
November date, CSO patrons were 
able to kick off the 2018-19 season 
in style.  The Gala committee, led 
by co-chairs Kim Lovett and La Velle 
Van Voast planned an amazing 
evening!  In addition to the usual 
wonderful food and camaraderie 
that the event always promises, 
this year, guests were permitted to 
bid on silent auction items with a 
mobile app, sponsored by Union 
Wireless, which allowed them to 
keep tabs on their bidding status 
with ease all night long.  The event 
also included a spirited live auction 

with items such as a fly fishing trip, 
interior house painting, and the 
chance to choose a piece for CSO to 
perform in the 2019-20 season.

In addition to a wonderful dinner, 
that featured peppercorn crusted 

flank steak and Caribbean spiced 
shrimp, two regional music groups 
provided peppy entertainment 
and the opportunity for guests to 
dance.  Dynamix performed during 
the Cocktail hour, again hosted by 
Wyoming Spine and Neurosurgery.  
A group from southern Colorado 
including several CSO musicians, 
they played a variety of music, 
including pop, oldies, New Mexican, 
and country music, described as 

being “energetic and fun.”  Dixie 
Leadfoot, a rockabilly trio that has 
been performing in the Denver area 
since 2012, closed out the evening.  
Playing a mix of rock, country, and 
swing music from classic artists of 
the ‘50’s and ‘60’s, guests had the 
chance to dance and mingle after 
the formal event was finished. The 
group is fronted by former Frank 
Zappa vocalist Suzannah Harris, 
who sings and plays upright bass.  

Proceeds from the Gala support 
CSO’s 2018-19 concerts and 

educational outreach.  Thank you to 
everyone who contributed to this 
outstanding event!

Sixty Years Strong and Still Going
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Gala Co-Chairs La Velle Van 
Voast and Kim Lovett

Left: CSO Board 
President, Anne Lucas, 
Maestro William Intri-
ligator and President-
elect, Sheila Bush strike 
a pose for the camera.

Right: Board member, 
Mick Finnegan and 
wife Margi sell wine 
raffle tickets, with La 
Velle Van Voast

Juan Coronado & Michelle Sidhu, Barbara 
Kloth & Hans Seitz, and Linda & Marty 
Finnerty enjoy the Gala!

Auctioneer Steve Price 
leads a lively Live 
Auction

Dr. Anne and Eric Miller, Kevin and Lisa 
Painter, Wendy Volk, Todd Dereemer, and 
Lori and Gary Schoene sit at the ANB table.
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Educational Outreach: Giving the Gift of Music

One of the goals of the 
Cheyenne Symphony 

Orchestra is to provide the 
gift of music to children.   The 
CSO emphasizes the power of 
music and its ability to improve 
education and the quality of life 
in the community with through 
our outreach.   Many education 
programs aimed at children 
are presented during the year, 
including the Youth Educational 
Symphony (YES!) Concerts, Guest 
Artists in the School (It’s a GAS), 
and Conductor of the Orchestra 
Leads (It’s COOL), all of which 
involve exposing elementary 
through college-aged students to 
orchestral works and professional 
musicians.

CSO’s  “Musical Story Time and 
Instrument Petting Zoo” is a 

popular outreach program.   This 
involves musicians and a story 
teller combining their talents 
to amuse and educate children.  
Participants also have the chance 
to explore the instruments of the 
orchestra and even attempt to 
play them with some guidance 
from a musician.

On August 2nd, the CSO 
woodwind quintet presented 

“Peter and the Wolf” at the Laramie 
County Public Library.  With just 
over 200 people in attendance, 
children and their families were 
treated to an arrangement of 
the classic story performed and 
narrated by CSO musicians: Ysmael 

Reyes, flute; Gina Johnson, oboe; 
Kellan Toohey, clarinet; Melanie 
Fisher, bassoon; and Katherine 
Smith, horn.  Following the 
performance, the children had 
the opportunity to try out the 
instruments of the woodwind 
quintet and get a little coaching 
from the musicians present.

On September 15th, CSO violist 
Sabrina Lloyd, along with 

master story teller, Aaron Sommers  
presented a wonderful story time 
and petting zoo at the Paul Smith 
Children’s Village, entitled “Mr. 
Pusskins: A Love Story.”  Volunteer 
musicians from the area high 
schools helped with the petting 
zoo. The weather was amazing, 
and a great time was had by all!
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Steve Schmerge, 
Pesident 
 
Terry Ball
Chuck & Julia Burke
Denise Dijkstal 
Jim Dinneen
Bill Dubois
Trudy Eisele
Mick Finnegan
Nick Fuerst 
Nikki Garman
Mary Guthrie
Anna Marie Hales
Vic Lisek
Kim Lovett

Musician Profile: Jaylene Willhite

Symphony. The Cheyenne Youth Symphony was founded by 
Willhite in 2000, for young musicians from ages nine to fifteen.  
It has tripled in size and now has about 70 musicians.  There are 
two performing groups:  the Junior Symphony with 5th and 6th 
grade students and the Concert Symphony for 7th, 8th, and 9th 
grade students.  Members are selected after an audition and 
are assessed a membership fee of $100, which is used to pay for 
music and uniforms.   The diverse repertoire includes classical, 
folk, ethnic and pop.  The Cheyenne Youth Symphony presents 
four concerts a year and performs for community events.  The 
Youth Symphony also participates in the Cheyenne Frontier Days 
Parades.

The mission of the Cheyenne Youth Symphony is: ‘’Students will 
be exposed to a variety of musical styles, which will provide 

teaching tools to help each student to improve their playing 
ability.  Students will also learn to work together as an ensemble 
and feel an important part of the final outcome.  The experience 
will provide students with the disciplines required to be a part of 
a professional music organization.”  

The Cheyenne Youth Symphony was honored to be selected to 
participate at the National Association for Music Educators All 

Northwest Conference in Portland, Oregon in 2013, and was one 
of two groups selected from the State of Wyoming that year. 

In her spare time, Jaylene is also the string orchestra teacher at 
Johnson Junior High and South High School. 

CHEYENNE SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA PRESENTS

THIS CSO FUNDRAISER IS HOSTED BY THE “FRIENDS OF THE SYMPHONY”

ON SALE NOW!                                            TICKETS: $100                

WWW.CHEYENNESYMPHONY.ORG                    307.778.8561

Don’t miss this once in a lifetime event! 
Watch as Maestro William Intriligator takes on 

Italian guest artist Dino De Palma in the ultimate cooking challenge!
An Italian-inspired meal and wine pairings will be served.

Wednesday, October 24th, 2018
5:30 PM

Little America, Wyoming Room

Intril igator

De Palma
V.

BATTLE CARBONARA

Debbie McCann
Toma Nisbet 
Sharon Novick
Jim & Phyllis O’Connor 
Kathy Muller Ogle
Lucie Osborn
Wendy Owen
Toni Rogers
Barb & Bob Ruegge
Betty Ann Shaffer
Jerry & Pat Swan
Ron & LaVelle Van Voast

CSO Staff
William Intriligator, Music Director & Conductor
Lindsey Bird Reynolds, Executive Director
Christine Pelletier, Patron Services, Education, Library
Christian Cherek, Director of Marketing and Development

All CSO musicians lead active 
professional and personal lives.    

One of the busiest Cheyenne Symphony 
Orchestra members is violinist Jaylene 
Willhite, who has been an orchestra 
teacher in the Cheyenne schools for 21 
years and a member of the CSO for 24 
years.  She is also the dedicated music 
director of the Cheyenne Youth

Cheyenne Youth Symphony float featured in a Frontier Days’ Parade.


